
ABEL HOLD

Abel Hold built a career as a house 
painter and also painted scenes 
and backdrops for theatres before 
becoming a professional artist. 

Originally born in Wakefield, Abel was one of 
nine children, six of whom were boys and two of 
his younger brothers, Tom and Ben, also became 
artists. He married Barnsley girl Sarah Miller in 
1841, they had nine children and set up home in 
Church Street Barnsley. 

Abel Hold was a self taught artist who achieved 
fame as an animal and game painter. He also 
painted and drew landscapes in and around 
Barnsley as well as painting portraits of the locals. 
It is believed he made his own paints by grinding 
pebbles for pigment. Between 1849 and 1871, he 
regularly exhibited at the Royal Academy, London. 
Submitting work 16 times and never having a piece 
rejected. He exhibited at the Society of British 
Artists in London as well as his native  Yorkshire. 
Other paintings were shown around the country 
including in Manchester and Liverpool. But sadly 
he never made any money from his work. In 
around 1852 it is believed the family moved to 
Brook House in Cawthorne. Hold suffered with 
financial difficulties throughout his life and at one 
stage was declared bankrupt. During this period 
he sent a portrait of a starving man to Walter 
Spencer-Stanhope of Cannon Hall who then 

became a lifelong patron. Walter commissioned 
the portraits of several family members and estate 
workers such as Jonas Beaumont (1783-1857) who 
was the Estate Carpenter and Elknah Clegg (1803-
1872) who was the Woodman. Rev Charles Spencer 
– Stanhope also became a patron. 

Hold died aged 81 in Cawthorne on 8 May 
1896 and was buried in Cawthorne churchyard. A 
Memorial was erected there in 1996. n
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Tracey Hebron introduces us to a local artist who was
born in 1815 and died in Cawthorne in 1896.

Abel Hold and his daughter Florance.

BETWEEN MARCH AND OCTOBER this year a new exhibition celebrating 
Holds life and work will be on display at the Cawthorne Victoria 
Jubilee Museum. It will showcase the museums own collection of Hold 
paintings along with additional loans. More examples of Abel Hold’s 
work can be seen in the collections at Barnsley Museums.


